Subclavian artery-to-innominate vein fistula: a case caused by subclavian venous catheterization.
Arteriovenous fistulas caused by subclavian vein catheterization occur rarely. Most subclavian vein catheters are inserted through an infraclavicular subclavian venipuncture with passage of a vessel dilator and peel-away sheath over a guidewire. We report a previously undescribed complication of this technique, namely, a right subclavian artery-to-right innominate vein fistula. The mechanism of injury was perforation through the opposing walls of the respective vein and artery due to stiffness of the vessel dilator that could not negotiate the curve from the subclavian vein to the innominate vein. Measures to avoid this complication are described.